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Introduction:  Newborn screening for Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD) is currently being initiated in Zhejiang Province, China.  A two-tiered assessment of dried blood spots for creatine kinase (CK) followed by mutation analysis in subjects with elevated CK will identify boys with DMD as well as other muscular dystrophies. 
Methods: The existing facilities in place for screening for 47 other diseases and the clinical registry for their follow up are being expanded to include DMD.  A training program for genetic counselors (GC) has been established in Hangzhou and has graduated its first class.  Protocols that will enable GCs to counsel families and patients are under development.  Registry information needs to be integrated and coordinated with a system of follow up at regional hospitals.  Programs are being organized to introduce Chinese physicians to the state-of-the-art care of DMD.
Challenges:  Implementing current evidence-based and consensus guidelines for corticosteroid treatment of DMD and for the prevention of complications of DMD and of corticosteroid side effects will require novel methods of delivering care within local communities via electronic technology.  As new treatments for DMD become available it will be important to have a well-coordinated care system that can initiate and monitor current and new treatments.

